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especially wounded prisoners, could not have been
treated in the manner that is customary between
European Powers when at war. Moreover, until
General Primo de Rivera enforced strict discipline in
the army, the Spaniards had been by no means gT.nltl.ess
in their treatment of the Moors, especially infuriating
them by the use of aeroplane bombers It was indeed
a mistaken policy Many women and children were
killed, and the Jibahs and Riffis regarded these attacks
from the air as a cowardly,, unsporting, and murderous
form of warfare. Such air raids served no military
object of importance and only embittered the foe,
thereby increasing the hardships which the prisoners
already found intolerable
On May 8th fighting broke out anew The French
advanced in force and the Spaniards operated from
MeHla and Ajdir Soon Abd-el-Krim's position be-
came an impossible one, and even his headquarters at
Targuist fell by May 23rd The Riffis had no more
fight left in them, and even Abd-el-Kxim's own tribes-
men of the Beni Uriaghel now turned against him The
end had come with startling speed, and on May syth
he surrendered to the French, behaving, so a French
officer who was present on this historic occasion told
me, with the dignity and composure worthy of the
greatest leader the Riff had ever known He was
treated with kindness and exiled to the island of
Reunion
Whatever may have been Abd-el-Knm's personal
ambitions, there can be no doubt he was quite genuine
in his desire for a free Riff. In actual fact although the
rebelhon caused the Riffis such terrible losses, it left
results which were to be of lasting benefit Before the
war the Spaniards failed to understand the proper way